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some of those serving lengthy mandatory minimum sentences for crack cocaine had criminal records that predated
the crack epidemic. for example, many of those serving time for crack convictions had been arrested and convicted
of murder, armed robbery, and other serious violent felonies. many were serving long sentences for crack related
offenses that had occurred in the 1980s and '90s. in order to reduce the number of lengthy mandatory minimum
sentences for crack cocaine, the sentencing commission in 2010 published a report recommending a one-year

reduction for each prior drug conviction, and the bill to do so was introduced in congress. the smarter sentencing act
of 2014 was introduced in the house of representatives in the 113th congress. president obama signed the bill into

law in december 2014. the study’s analyses of the most recent data show that the increase in crack use among
blacks and hispanics has leveled off in recent years. however, the researchers also note that current trends may not
match those of the future. with the increase in powder cocaine use among whites and others, crack use may soon

become even less prevalent among blacks and hispanics. limitations: the major limitation of this study is that it is an
observational study. it is possible that there are unmeasured factors that can affect a person’s likelihood of using

crack. another limitation is that the data was collected in the 1990s and early 2000s. the study did not collect data
about crack use in the more recent years. it is possible that changes in use occurred during the most recent study

period, but the authors did not look at them.
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