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IL-15 lacks a transmembrane domain and is released from cell-surface IL-15 after cleavage by TNF-alpha converting

enzyme (TACE) (Petersen, T. et al. (1997) Nature 385: 735-738; (1998) Science 279: 88-91) which is expressed in
various tissues such as lung, spleen and leukocytes (Zimmermann, J. et al. (1999) J. Biol. Chem. 274: 31405-31413).

In humans, IL-15 is expressed primarily in thymic epithelial cells, peripheral monocytes, and monocyte-derived
dendritic cells (DCs) (Petersen, T. et al. (1999) Nature 402: 188-192; (2000) J. Exp. Med. 191: 965-973; (2000) J.

Allergy Clin. Immunol. 105: 13-18). It has been demonstrated that IL-15 can be generated from transfected NIH3T3
cells (Zuther, M. et al. (1996) J. Immunol. 156: 2155-2162; (1997) Immunity 6: 439-448), as well as from
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